
Arnold Bennett’s

Bursley
Trail

A short walk
around some of
Bennett’s fictional
locations in Burslem,
Stoke-on-Trent

Arnold Bennett
Enoch Arnold Bennett was born on the 27th May 1867. His infancy
was spent in genteel poverty, which gave way to prosperity as his father
succeeded as a solicitor. From this provincial background he became a
novelist, playwright, journalist and critic of international stature. His
enduring fame is as a chronicler of The Potteries towns, the setting and
inspiration for some of his most famous and enduring literary work
and the place where he grew up.

Bennett did not pursue a career as a writer until after leaving his
father’s practice and moving to London in 1889 when he won a literary
competition in ‘Tit Bits’ magazine. Encouraged to take up journalism
full-time he became assistant editor of ‘Woman’ in 1894. Just over four
years later his first novel ‘A Man from the North’ was published to
critical acclaim, followed in 1902 by ‘Anna of the Five Towns’, the first
of a succession of stories which told the social and industrial history of
the people of The Potteries.

Between the end of 1903 and 1911 Bennett lived mainly in Paris.
During this time he continued to enjoy critical success with the
publications of many novels including ‘The Old Wives’ Tale’ (1908).
After a visit to America in 1911 where he had been publicised and
acclaimed as no other visiting writer had been since Dickens, he
returned to England where the ‘Old Wives’ Tale’ was re-appraised and
hailed to be a masterpiece. 

By 1922 he had separated from his French
wife, but shortly thereafter he fell in
love with the actress Dorothy Cheston
and lived with her until his death in
1931 from typhoid. His ashes are
buried in Burslem cemetery. Their
daughter Virginia died in 2003
and her son and daughter both live
in France.

Although Arnold Bennett never
returned to The Potteries to live he
never forgot the debt which he
owed to his birthplace for giving
him a unique setting for so many
of his novels, a setting which he
enhanced with his penetrating
descriptions of people and places. It is
perhaps unfortunate that Bennett felt
that ‘The Five Towns’ sounded more
euphonious than ‘The Six Towns’, and
thus relegated the town of Fenton almost
to literary oblivion, but as a chronicler
of The Potteries he assured for
the City a permanent place
in English Literature.

The Arnold Bennett Society
aims to further the appreciation of his
life and works and also to promote
interest in the regional novel generally.
For information about the society,
please write to:

The Secretary, Arnold Bennett Society,
4 Field End Close, Trentham,
Stoke-on-Trent  ST4 8DA
www.arnoldbennettsociety.org.uk

For further information contact
Stoke-on-Trent Tourist Information Centre
Victoria Hall, Cultural Quarter, City Centre,
Stoke-on-Trent ST1 3AD
Telephone 01782 236000 Email stoke.tic@stoke.gov.uk
www.visitstoke.co.uk

Bursley
Trail



• Begin at the Big House (No 1), once the home of two of Josiah
Wedgwood’s uncles. It features in Bennett’s writing as the
Conservative Club to which Darius Clayhanger turned after leaving
the Liberal Club. An imposing listed building, it is now used as
prestige offices.

• Proceed along Wedgwood Street past the site of The Shambles
(No 2) referred to in the Old Wives’ Tale. “In these barbaric days,
Bursley had a majestic edifice ...for the sale of dead animals”.

• The Blood Tub (Snagg’s Theatre) (No 3), was situated higher up
Wedgwood Street on the site of the Upper part of the Queen’s
Theatre; “melodrama and murder and gore, the Five Towns’ own form of
poetry” were apparently performed here.

• Cross the road into Wedgwood Place and into Market Place. At the
corner is the lovely Old Town Hall (No 4) with the Golden Angel
on the top. This listed building, erected in 1854, dwarfed the town
in Bennett’s day. In Market Place, you can also see The Leopard
(No 5), one of the oldest inns in Burslem, frequently mentioned by
Bennett as The Tiger Public House.

• Turn left at Fountain Place (No 6) and on our way down, notice
the recently restored Victorian drinking fountain. At the corner of
St. John’s Square and Queen Street is Daniel Povey’s
Confectioners Shop (No 7), now Bourne’s Sports. Critchlow’s
Chemist Shop (No 8), now part of Woolworths is here, also John
Baine’s Shop (No 9) where Provincial Racing stands, unaltered
above ground floor level. Bennett wrote “I had lived in the shop and
knew it as only a child could know it”.

• Halfway down Queen Street on the left are the narrow entries of The
Cock Yard and Bugg’s Gutter (No 10). Part of the walk taken by
Edwin and James Yarlet in Clayhanger, it is the area behind the
Wedgwood Institute and also incorporates Clayhanger Street.
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• The Wedgwood Institute (No 11) once housed Burslem Endowed
School, attended by Bennett 1877-1880 and by Cyril Povey (Old
Wives’ Tale) and Denry Machin (The Card). Unaltered and cleaned
to reveal its ornate elevations, this is a listed building. Now Burslem
Library, it was erected in 1863 as a memorial to Josiah Wedgwood
whose Brickhouse Works once occupied the site.

• At the end of Queen Street is the scene of Clayhanger’s Printing
Works (No 12), home of Darius Clayhanger, the first steam printer in
Bursley. Today, it is recognisable as the Kismet Restaurant and Best
Wishes Card Shop and faces onto Swan Square and the Swan Inn.
This is one of the oldest public places in Burslem and Bennett often
refers to them as Duck Square (No 13) and The Duck Inn (No 14)
where the hand-bell ringers used to meet. In fact, the Swan Hotel has

been rebuilt since Bennett’s day, but the name has remained.

• On the opposite side of the road, is another building to gain
mention in the Five Towns novels where it appears as the Dragon
Inn (No 15). Here Edwin Clayhanger went with Big James to his
first ‘free and easy’ night out and was excited at seeing his first clog
dancer! This place is currently known as the George Hotel, rebuilt
in 1929 on the site of an Elizabethan inn.

• We end our walk at Duck Bank Chapel and Sunday School
(No 16). The present Central Methodist Church was rebuilt in
1970, but the Sunday School is still as Bennett knew it when he
attended the Infants’ School there. The Sunday School building
figured prominently in Anna of the Five Towns, Clayhanger and
Old Wives’ Tale.

The Bursley Trail

Like many authors, Bennett needed to
do solitary thinking, usually doing

this on what he called his ‘thinking
walks’. So follow in his footsteps,
on an aptly named ‘Thinking
Walk’, around Bennett’s
Bursley. In many ways, Burslem
has remained unchanged and

you can easily recognise places
and buildings he mentions in his

‘Five Towns Novels’, identified by
maroon coloured plaques.

“In front, on a little hill in the vast valley, was spread out the Indian-red architecture of Bursley - tall chimneys and rounded ovens,
schools, the new scarlet market, the high spire of the evangelical church ...the crimson chapels, and rows of little red houses with
amber chimney pots, and the gold angel of the blackened Town Hall topping the whole. The sedate reddish browns and reds of the
composition all netted in flowing scarves of smoke, harmonised exquisitely with the chill blues of the chequered sky. Beauty was
achieved, and none saw it”. Clayhanger 1910



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


