Days out on the Gainsborough line, Marks Tey to Sudbury
Marks Tey
Bures

Leaving the Colne Valley towards
Sudbury, the train crosses higher
ground for Bures and the River Stour.
From the station the village is a short
walk down the hill. The tanning yard
immediately on your left as you cross
the Stour, was closed in 1909, but you
can still see parts of the frame of the
old buildings which are incorporated into the present Bridge
House. Bures is an excellent place to start a walk through the
Stour Valley to Sudbury or along the Stour Valley path to
Wormingford Mill and church. There is also the choice of three
pubs in the centre of Bures for a drink or some lunch. Buresonline.co.uk contains a wealth of information about Bures, past
and present.

The village of Marks Tey is one of the
villages known locally as "The Teys"
being Marks Tey, Great Tey and Little
Tey. It is situated just five miles west of
Colchester on the A120 and the station is
the junction with the main London Colchester line. The village, has a blend
of old and new houses, has buildings
dating back to the 16th and17th centuries. There are a number
of local businesses in the area and a bus/coach may be taken
for Coggeshall and Stansted airport from across the road from
the station.

Chappel & Wakes
Colne
The two villages of Chappel and Wakes
Colne lie in the valley on opposite sides
of the River Colne. Chappel and Wakes
Colne Station house was built in 1849,
with the white part of the building
forming the original station. The red
brick two storey building was added in
1900 to form the Station Master's
house. Today the station is home to the East Anglian Railway
Museum. Places of interest in the villages include the church of
St Barnabas, Chappel, which is possibly of Norman origin and
was consecrated in 1352, the Chappel Viaduct and the Swan
Public House. The Swan dates back to 1390 and has a 16th
century chimney and a medieval kitchen which is one of the
best preserved in Essex. The Millennium Field is worthy of a
visit, annual events are held here to raise funds for local
charities.
The Railway Museum at the station has
a wide range of rolling stock and
exhibits for you to view, as well as many
special events, including the popular
Beer and Cider Festivals. Present your
valid Gainsborough Line rail ticket for a
10% discount on Museum Admission
(restrictions apply on some event days).
Search online for Chappel & Wakes Colne and EARM.

The Gainsborough Line Walks
There are a number of walks from the stations along the
Gainsborough Line. All of the walks start at one station
and end at another to save you retracing your steps. Eight
walk leaflets may be downloaded from the ESSCRP website
(esscrp.org.uk) but some are highlighted below.

Sudbury

Explore the Gainsborough Line
Ale Trail
As you travel along the Gainsborough Line, why not stop off
for a pint or two, or maybe a spot of lunch? There are some
delightful pubs to drop in to, all of which are a short walk or
bus ride from the stations including many welcoming
establishments in the town of Sudbury.

Onward Connections by Bus
There are a number of local bus operators offering onward
connections to Long Melford, Lavenham, Clare and Cavendish
as well as many other destinations, contact Traveline for
details. 0871 200 22 33 or visit www.traveline.info

Gainsborough House
The Museum and Gallery marks the birthplace of
Thomas Gainsborough and shows an outstanding
collection of his work. A varied programme of
temporary exhibitions is also on show throughout the
year. Gift, coffee shop and garden.

Marks Tey to Chappel &
Wakes Colne (5 miles)
OS Explorer map 184 and 196
(1:25,000)
This walk explores the small rural
communities scattered across the high
plateau of North East Essex. It offers
sweeping views across the valleys of the
River Colne before passing underneath
the imposing Chappel viaduct. The walk
ends at the beautifully restored Chappel & Wakes Colne Station.

From Bures, the train follows the valley
of the River Stour. Sudbury sits in a
loop in the river and is surrounded by
the attractive countryside and
quintessentially English villages, so often
painted by Constable and
Gainsborough. The meadows around
Sudbury are the oldest continuously
grazed land in England. For centuries
the weaving and silk industries have
prospered here and many great houses and churches have
been built giving the town a major historical legacy. Indeed the
birthplace of Gainsborough, a red brick building, can be seen in
Gainsborough Street. This is now an art gallery displaying more
of his paintings, drawings and prints than anywhere else.
Sudbury still has many independent shops, as well as the usual
high street stores found across the UK.
In addition there is a sports and leisure centre, plus many pubs
and cafes to enjoy. The library houses the Tourist Information
Office, which can provide details of
local attractions, including the Sudbury
Heritage Centre where you can
explore Sudbury's history and view
many photographs and exhibits from
Sudbury's past. Sudbury is also the
interchange point for local buses to the
delightful villages of Long Melford,
Clare, Lavenham and Cavendish. Search
online for sudburysuffolk.co.uk to show what Sudbury and its
surroundings has to offer.

Essex & South Suffolk
Community Rail
Partnership
Established in 1998, the Partnership brings together 8
partners with the aim of promoting train travel and
securing the future of our 5 branch lines. The
Gainsborough Line from Marks Tey to Sudbury is looked
after by a very active line group. Each station has a
station adopter who care for the station, in partnership
with Greater Anglia providing the colourful flowers and
shrubs you will see on your journey when stopping at
Marks Tey, Chappel & Wakes Colne, Bures and Sudbury.

Chappel & Wakes Colne to Bures
(5 miles)
OS Explorer map 195 and 196 (1:25,000)
This walk explores the rolling countryside bordering the
western ank of the River Stour Valley and offers sweeping
views of the landscape favoured by both Gainsborough and
Constable.

Bures to Sudbury (8 miles)
OS Explorer map 196 (1:25,000)
This walk follows the heights bordering
the eastern side of the Stour Valley
through a countryside unspoilt by
factory farming. Crossing to the
western ridge for a few miles, explore
the picturesque hamlet of Middleton
and its surroundings before reaching
Sudbury via the beautiful water
meadows bordering the River Stour and Valley Trail, apart of
the old route of the railway between Sudbury and Long Melford.
There are many more walks between stations, please search
online for Gainsborough Line Walks.

Cycling in the Stour Valley
The Stour Valley area offers superb opportunities for cycling
and getting out into the country. Cycles may be taken on the
Gainsborough Line train free of charge. So take an opportunity
to enjoy the beautiful Essex and Suffolk countryside.
Information on cycle routes can be obtained from:
www.nationalcyclenetwork.org.uk or
www.sustrans.org.uk

Travel by train to Gainsborough’s House and take
advantage of the 2FOR1 admissions offer.
See the Greater Anglia website
http://www.greateranglia.co.uk/placesto-visit/east-anglia/offer/2-for-1-historicsites/gainsboroughs-house
The house is approx half a mile from Sudbury Station
and further information is available on the website above.

Sudbury Heritage
Centre & Museum
A permanent display of the town’s history from
ancient times to present day is located behind Sudbury
Town Hall in Gaol Lane. Open Monday to Friday 10am
to 4pm, with free admission for the public. An
interesting display taking you from earliest times when
man was attracted to settle on the high ground
overlooking the flood plain of the River Stour right
through to current times.

For more information on the ESSCRP work
please look at our website www.esscrp.org.uk

