Danbury Country Park

Danbury Country Park covers an area of 41 acres. |tis part of
the Danbury Palace Estate which was bought by Essex County
Council in the 12405, The Estate has been divided into three attract herons, and kingfishers as well as newts, frogs, toads and
separate establishments: Danbury Management Centre, anglers! If you are lucky you may see bats hawking over the
Danbury Youth Camp and Danbury Country Park. The Country lakes at dusk.

Park is managed for the benefit of both wildlife and people. The
land was originally part of Danbury Park, a large deer park given
to Geoffrey de Mandeville by William the Congueror. The
gnarled oak pollards survive as remnants of this original deer
park. Look out for these throughout the Country Park. With ils
woodlands and lakes, the Country Park is a haven for wildlife.

Grey squirrels bound through the trees, and foxes, rabbits and
hedgehogs may be glimpsed on quiel evenings. The lakes

Within the Park you will also see colourful displays of
rhododendrens and azaleas. Exotic trees and shrubs from
China, Japan and the Americas provide points of interest
throughout the year. The walled garden with ils herbacecus
perennials is an ideal spot to watch the Park’s butterflies.

@1 Distance and time taken Going
S 5.5 miles (8.8 km) = Approx. 3 hours Good walking with a few gentle, call strelching
climbs, Woodland paths may be muddy so
Parki please wear strong bools or welles.
@ Danbury Country Park, situated in Woodhil
Lana, Danbury. The Country Park is open from Transport

B0 a.m, unil gusk and thare is a small charge

By bus - Easternr National Saensice
al weekands and Summer Bank Holidays.

No. 31 = Chelmslord to Maylandsea — Monday
to Safurday = very half howr, On Sundays the
buses are once every wo hows,

Eastemn National Service No, 36 = Cheimsford
to South Woodham Farrers — Monday o
safurday only = avaery half hour,

Dogs
Plaase keep dogs on a lead, sspecially whare
K sheep and horses are grazing. % Ordnance Survey Maps

Refreshmenis
Vilage shops and pubs in Danbury.

1:50 00 = Chelmsford and Harlow Area
Landranger Serias Sheel 167.
1:25 000 = Chelmsford

Habitats Pathfindar saras Sheat 1122,

3 Woodlands, old orchards and parkland,

Discover the delights of Danbury whilst strolling through woodlands, parkland and commaons.

Blakes Wood

The Essax Wildife Trust manage this woodland on behalf of the
National Trust, The wood is well known locally for its biuebells
which, baneath a canapy of sweal chestnut and homisaam traas,
produce & magnificent display each spring. The Essax Wikdiile

Trust claim that in 1883 approximatety 10 million bluebelis lowered

in this woodland .. .| wonder who counted them all!
The Essax Wildlifa Trust is re-astablishing a traditional foom of

woodiand managament known as coppace with standards, This will

help 1o relain the woodland's diversity of plants and animals.
Look out for fungi on Eallen timber,

Look around and you will sea victims of the 1887 storm.
This area ks being left as an area of non-intervention,
Any fallen treas will not be remaoved — the areas will

simply b loft 10 e how nalure copes after the slom,

This old orchard is a rare sight in Essax
— meadvy orchards have bean grubbed wp
and the land turned over o cereal
production or housing. Orchards are
impartant not anly as a source of food but
also as valuable habitats for wildiife.

Lingwood Common

Have a rasi and sdmira the views of Danbury villaga
and tha Chelmer Valley., Beacon Hill is not ondy the
highest point in the common bt also one of the highest
peodnis in Essan.

Lingwood Common is owned by the Mational Truest, It
was onca open grazing land but is now being maded
by lrees such as berch and oak and also bracken,
There are still a number of ‘glades’ where heather and
athar heathland plants Sunaae,

Home Row takes ils nama rom Mr John Home, a
14" century tiler and brickmaker.

Danbury Common

In the distant past, the common was extensvely

usad by the local people as they exercised their

commondss’ fghts, As fewer and fowor animats
ware grazed hara trees began o grow.
These skowly ancroached on the opan

¢ common resulling in the loss of much of the

original heathland and the eslabhshmient
of exbenaive wiondland.

wa e Poblc gl of Ws

Ritfhams & = Courttsy Pah
This fine 18 cantury house set in its ‘park’ s O pablie prie
iandscape can be seen from the foatpath, As Farkiy

the land here is grazed by sheep and horses, 08 o

please keop dogs on & kead, @ Retesbenss
Danbury Country Park W e or g
The sile has been wooded since o beast 1600 and i known 17, Fruer ot

a5 ancient woodland. Look out for the wild service free — an "
indicator spacias of ancient woodland, o A TR
Danbury Palace . Teows hodpesincruds
Theire ane fine views of Danbury Palace, home fo the Bishop of s ik e
Rechaster in 1984 and now a managemient training centre N
Danbury Church {;; Wiocaend
This ancient and beautiful church stands on a hill 110 moiras above &

the walley of the Chalmer .. ii's tha closasi you'll get o 8 mountain E e

in this part of Essax so den't' forgel your crampons! Can you spol oW the | Ses
Langdon Hills or Hanningfield Reservoir? Saa—— IR
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